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Recap

•Recent crisis of democracy amid democratic backsliding and 
resurgence of populism
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Plan for this week

•Authoritarianism
•Focus on China, Kazakhstan, and Russia



Plan for today

•Authoritarianism:
•Definition
•Typology
•Causes of emergence and persistence



Authoritarianism

•Form of government,  
or regime, that is  
non-democratic



Types of authoritarian regimes

•Totalitarian regimes
•Theocracies
•Personalistic dictatorships
•Bureaucratic-authoritarian regimes
•Hybrid regimes



Totalitarian regimes

•Regimes that aim to seek to exert total  
control over subject populations

•Key differentiators from (other) autocracies:
•Use of ideology
•Extent of coercive mobilization
•Degree of pluralism



Theocracies

•Regimes controlled by religious leaders and/or reliant on 
religion as the main mode of legitimation



Personalistic dictatorships

•Regimes where power is concentrated in the person of the leader 
(as opposed to the office that they occupy)



Bureaucratic-authoritarian regimes

•Regimes controlled by an organized (party or military) 
bureaucracy



Hybrid regimes

•Regimes with features of both authoritarian and democratic 
regimes



Explanations

•Class power and institutions
•Elite incentives
•Barriers to collective action
•Political culture



Moore

•“No bourgeoisie, no democracy”
•Class configurations and their consequences:

•Strong bourgeoisie  
—> democracy

•Weak bourgeoisie + agrarian 
elite —> right-wing autocracy

•Weak bourgeoisie + peasantry  
—> left-wing autocracy



Acemoglu and Robinson

•Elite choices:
•Repression
•Pro-citizen policies
•Democratization



Kuran

•Rationality
•Collective action and collective  

action problems
•Preference falsification



Almond and Verba

•Political cultures:
•Parochial
•Subject
•Participatory



Takeaways

•Multiplicity of non-democratic regime types
•Persistence and emergence of autocracy explained by both 

structural conditions and individual choices


