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Democratic backsliding



Recap

•Democracy, its principles and institutions
•Democracy’s historical success and its causes
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Plan for today

•Democratic backsliding in the wake of the rise of populism 
—across the world and in Brazil and the United States
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Democratic backsliding (erosion)

•(Gradual) decline in the quality of democracy
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Democratic backsliding
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Backsliding in Brazil and the United States
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Democratic backsliding in Brazil
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Democratic backsliding in the United States
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Causes of democratic backsliding

•Covid-19
•Dissatisfaction with democracy
•Inequality
•Civic decline
•Polarization
•Populism
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Covid-19
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Dissatisfaction with democracy
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Inequality
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Civic decline
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Polarization
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Populism

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=loISHWFhfug

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=loISHWFhfug


Populism

•Populist rhetoric:
•Criticism of elites
•Antipluralism
•Identitarianism

•Populist governance:
•State capture
•Corruption
•‘Mass clientelism’
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Populism
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Populism in Brazil

•Jair Bolsonaro’s victory in 2018 elections
•Erosion of democratic institutions:

•(Re-)militarization of government
•Systematic use of misinformation
•Alteration of political norms
•Weakening of political and judicial bodies
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Populism in the United States

•Donald Trump’s  
election victory in 2016

•Disregard for  
democratic norms

•Erosion of democratic  
quality
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Populism and democratic backsliding

•Populism —> democratic backsliding
•Democratic backsliding —> populism
•? —> populism + democratic backsliding
•Populism —> ? <— democratic backsliding
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Takeaways

•Recent (third) wave of democratic backsliding following 
impressive spread of democracy in the preceding two centuries

•Attractiveness of populism as apparent panacea to political and 
socioeconomic ills
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