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Recap

•The formation of contemporary states as a result of longue durée 
historical processes
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Plan for this week

•Development, inequality, and exclusion
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Plan for today

•Development and political development
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Deprivation: poverty
•Global poverty rates in 2015:

•0.73 billion people, or 9.94% of  
world population, under Int.-$  
(‘international dollars’) 1.9  
per day, i.e. in ‘extreme poverty’

•4.77 billion, or 64.74%, under  
Int.-$ 10 per day

•Child poverty in 2013:
•328 of 654 million, or 50% of,  

people in extreme poverty under 18
• Data (here and on most other slides) from Our World in Data, https://ourworldindata.org/.
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Deprivation: hunger

•Undernourishment:
•821 million people, or 10.8% of world population (2017/2018)

•Child stunting: 22% (2016)
•Food insecurity:

•697 million people, or 9.2% of world population, severely 
food insecure

•1.2 billion, or 16.2%, moderately food insecure
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Deprivation: ill health

•Disease burden (2017):
•1.65 billion years of  

potential life lost due  
to premature death  
caused primarily by  
disease or disability

•Child mortality (2015):
•5.4 million children,  

or 3.9%
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Deprivation: exclusion and unfreedom

•Access to public goods:
•Education:

•14% of global population illiterate (2016)
•263 million children out of school (2014)

•Discrimination based on gender, ethnicity, race, religion
•Other human rights abuses
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Plenty

•Wealth:
•46.8 million USD millionaires (2019)
•1.7 billion people in the global middle class (USD 10,000-

USD 100,000 in assets)
•Safety
•Access to education, healthcare, and other public (club?) goods
•Freedoms and representation, including of women  

and minorities
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A world of deprivation and plenty
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A world of deprivation and plenty

Source: https://www.gapminder.org/



Geographic distribution: poverty
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Geographic distribution: poverty
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Geographic distribution: wealth
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Geographic distribution: malnutrition
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Geographic distribution: child stunting
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Geographic distribution: child mortality
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Geographic distribution: life expectancy
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Geographic distribution: disease burden
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Geographic distribution: literacy
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Geographic distribution: education

© 2022 Karol Czuba



Geographic distribution: human rights
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Geographic distribution: political freedom

Source: https://freedomhouse.org/report-types/freedom-world



Geographic distribution: gender equality
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Geographic distribution: economic inequality

•
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Correlates: poverty and wealth
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Correlates: poverty and life expectancy
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Correlates: wealth and disease burden
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Correlates: poverty and education
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Correlates: wealth and education
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Correlates: child mortality and education
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Trends: poverty
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Trends: economic growth
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Trends: life expectancy
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Trends: child mortality
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Trends: malnutrition
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Trends: literacy
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Trends: education
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Trends: economic inequality

© 2022 Karol Czuba



Outlier effects: economic growth



Outlier effects: poverty



Outlier effects: economic inequality

Darvas, Zsolt. 2019. “Global Interpersonal Income Inequality Decline: The Role of China and India.” World Development 121: 16–32.



The development of development

•Harry S. Truman’s Four Point speech, 1949:
•“We must embark on a bold new program  

for making the benefits of our scientific  
advances and industrial progress  
available for the improvement and growth  
of underdeveloped areas.”
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The concept of development

•Multiple meanings
•Contested
•Ambiguous
•Elusive
•Complex
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The concept of development  
according to Myrdal
•"By development I mean the movement upward of the entire 

social system, and I believe this is the only logically tenable 
definition. This social system encloses, besides the so-called 
economic factors, all noneconomic factors, including all sorts of 
consumption by various groups of people; consumption provided 
collectively; educational and health facilities and levels; the 
distribution of power in society; and more generally economic, 
social, and political stratification; broadly speaking, institutions 
and attitudes. […] 
This social system may stay stagnant, or it may move upward or 
downward.”

• From Myrdal, Gunnar. 1974. "What Is Development?." Journal Of Economic Issues 8 (4): 729-730.
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The concept of development  
according to Myrdal
•Economic factors
•Noneconomic factors:

•Consumption
•Education
•Health
•Distribution of power
•Economic, social, and political  

stratification
•Institutions

© 2022 Karol Czuba



Institutions

•“Stable, valued, recurring patterns of behavior”
• Huntington, Samuel. 1968. Political Order in Changing Societies. New Haven, Connecticut, United States: Yale University Press. 

• “Humanly devised constraints that structure political, economic, and 
social interaction”

• North, Douglass. 1990. Institutions, Institutional Change and Economic Performance. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

• “First, an institution is a set of rules that structure social interactions 
in particular ways. Second, for a set of rules to be an institution, 
knowledge of these rules must be shared by the members of the 
relevant community or society.” 

• Knight, Jack. 1992. Institutions and Social Conflict. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

•“Rules of the game”
• North, Douglass. “Institutions and Credible Commitment.” Zeitschrift Für Die Gesamte Staatswissenschaft 149, no. 1 (1993): 11-23. 
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Political development according to Fukuyama

•“Change over time in political  
institutions”

• Fukuyama, Francis. 2014. Political Order and Political Decay. New York: Farrar,  
Straus, and Giroux.

•The institutions of political development:
•The state
•Rule of law
•Mechanisms of accountability
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Measurement: Human Development Index

•Life expectancy
•Educational attainment  

(adult literacy and combined  
primary, secondary,  
and tertiary enrolment) 

•Real GDP per capita  
(in Int.-$)
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Measurement: Human Development Index
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Measurement: Multidimensional Poverty Index
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Takeaways

•Empirical evidence of the incidence of development, inequality, 
and exclusion and of developmental patterns and trends

•Development as a multifaceted phenomenon that captures 
diverse—but related—phenomena

•The importance of institutions in development and political 
development
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