PLS 343
Politics of Sub-Saharan Africa

Week 14:

Recent trends in African politics



Recap

e Expression of societal disaffection and its political ramifications



Plan for this week

e Democratic stagnation, backsliding, re-authoritarianization,
and their causes



Recent trends

Figure 1. Average Democracy scores for African regions, BTl 2006-2020*
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Africa after 30 years of democratization

e Democracies:

*5% consolidating
¢ 349 defective
*11% highly defective

e Autocracies:

¢ 36% hardline
¢ 14% moderate

@ Democracies in consolidation @ Defective democracies @ Highly defective democracies
@ Moderate autocracies @ Hard-line autocracies @ Failing states

Cheeseman, Nic. 2019. “A Divided Continent — BTI 2018 Regional Report, Africa.” Giitersloh: Bertelsmann Stiftung.



rica after 1 year of COVID-19

Global Democracy Has Grown Weaker during the COVID-19 Pandemic

Since the coronavirus outbreak began, the condition of democracy and
human rights has deteriorated in 8o countries around the world.

WEAKER ABOUT THE SAME STRONGER

80 countries 111 countries 1 country

BELARUS

“Blatant lies, censorship,
lack of info could not be
challenged.”

POLAND
“Politicians making

unfounded statements
not based on actual data”

[ EGYPT |
“Health workers who dared to
raise concerns were attacked

by the media, arrested”

NIGERIA
“COVID has exposed that there

is one democracy for the poor
and another for the rich”

SINGAPORE

“Passage of laws that
curb freedom but claim
to curb the virus”

MEXICO

“Authorities have little vision
to face this humanitarian and
economic crisis.”

“Parliament has abdicated
its responsibility to hold
the executive to account.”

¢ Freedom
1 House This infographic is from the Democracy under Lockdown report by freedomhouseorg



Causes

* Causes of democratic backsliding
e Causes of authoritarian resurgence:

e “ Autocrats’ toolkit’

e Appeal of (developmental) authoritarianism



Causes of democratic backsliding
according to Gyimah-Boadi

e [lliberalism

e Elite unwillingness to relinquish
control

e Government (and elite) control
over the economy

* Reduced dependence on aid

* Western reluctance to promote
democratization amid the rise of
China and the War on Terror




Other causes of democratic backsliding

* Dominant party systems
* Presidentialism

* Neopatrimonialism

e Ethnic politics

* Civil society weakness

e Nature of the state and states-system



Democratic backsliding in Kenya

https:/ /www.youtube.com / watch?v=5RNxjcNtHbY


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5RNxjcNtHbY

‘Autocrats’ toolkit” according to Albaugh

e Electoral fraud IS <\« =
e Cooptation of opposition ¥ /w L=
e Intimidation AN
* Manipulation of electoral Sggg; fc Ei}d;gow{l e

boundaries o X~
e Electoral access restrictions ,W_:‘

* Opposition fragmentation
through decentralization and political manipulation of
minority language rights protections



Other tools in the autocrats’ toolkit

- e AFRICA CENTER Constitutional Term Limits for

FOR STRATEGIC STUDIES African Leaders

eSkewed playing field
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e Removal of term limits



Autocrats’ toolkit in Uganda

il PRESIDENTIAL AGE LIMIT

13 18:18 Raul Castro to step down as Cuba's president in April 2018

-

https:/ / www.youtube.com /watch?v=T5DMXa2thwY


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5DMXa2thwY

Developmental authoritarianism

FPR
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 (Apparent)
developmental
success of
consolidated
authoritarian
regimes in
Ethiopia and
Rwanda
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Takeaways

e Authoritarian innovations in the service of elite dominance

e Weak elite commitment to democracy facilitated by the nature of
contemporary African political systems



