
PLS 343 
Politics of Sub-Saharan Africa

Week 13, Lecture 1:
Democratic consolidation



Recap

•Democratization in the 1990s driven by:
• Popular resentment against misrule
• Loss of authority and legitimacy
• Lack of resources
• Fall of Nations and democracy promotion



Plan for this week

•African democracy in practice:
• Democratic consolidation
• Civil society in African democracies



Plan for today

•Democratic consolidation:
• Characteristics of African democracy
• Constraints on effective consolidation



Democratic consolidation in Africa

•Electoral competitiveness
•Institutionalization of elections and other democratic institutions



African democracy according to  
van de Walle
•Ruling party dominance
•Opposition fragmentation
•Persistence of ethnic politics



African democracy according to  
Bleck and van de Walle
•Prominence of  

valence appeals
•More distinct  

positions adopted  
by the opposition  
and civil society



Drivers of democratic politics in Africa

•Illiberalism
•Presidentialism and opposition weakness
•Clientelism
•Elite dominance and civil society weakness
•Economic conditions



Illiberalism

•Limited protections  
of human rights  
and freedoms

•Electoral manipulation
•Limited freedom of  

the judiciary and media



Presidentialism and opposition weakness

•Concentration of power in the  
executive

•Access to state resources
•Lack or elimination of presidential 

term limits



Clientelism

•Wantchekon:
• Attractiveness of the clientelist platform during  

the 2001 presidential elections in Benin



Elite dominance and civil society weakness

•Shared elite interests and outlooks
•Elite control of patronage networks
•Clientelism-driven societal divisions



Economic conditions

•Limited government responsiveness  
due to resource constraints

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
List_of_African_countries_by_GDP_(PPP)_per_capita



Takeaways

•Limited democratic consolidation in the wake of 
democratization due to adverse economic and political 
conditions


