
PLS 341 
Politics of Development

Week 14, Lecture 2: 
Migration



Recap

•Limited efficacy of development interventions intended to bring 
about broad-based development

•Developmental benefits of globalization most pronounced in 
countries with political conditions conducive to development



Plan for today

•International migration:
•Opportunities
•Constraints
•Effects
•Politics



Global inequality of opportunity

•Over half of  
global  
income  
variability 
attributable 
to country of  
residence  
and income 
distribution

Plot from https://www.vox.com/2015/5/28/8663065/inequality-global-income



Global inequality of opportunity



Global inequality of opportunity

https://income-inequality.info/



Promise of migration

Sources:
http://www.forbesindia.com/article/rotman/if-you-want-to-be-rich-youd-better-be-born-in-or-emigrate-to-a-rich-country-economist-branko-milanovic/
Caplan, Bryan Douglas, and Zach Weinersmith. 2019. Open Borders: The Science and Ethics of Immigration. New York: First Second.



Migration



Migration



Migration



Migration

Sources:
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/01/iom-global-migration-report-international-migrants-2020/
Caplan, Bryan Douglas, and Zach Weinersmith. 2019. Open Borders: The Science and Ethics of Immigration. New York: First Second.



Constraints on migration

Source: Caplan, Bryan Douglas, and Zach Weinersmith. 2019. Open Borders: The Science and Ethics of Immigration. New York: First Second.



Constraints on migration



Effects of constraints on migration



Effects of constraints on migration

Source: https://missingmigrants.iom.int



Effects of constraints on migration

•Artificial scarcity of labor in the Global North —>
•Misallocation of investment in technological  

innovations —>
•Job losses in the Global South



Effects of migration

•BRAC’s Targeting the Ultra Poor (TUP) as the development 
interventions with the strongest long-term positive effects

•Income gain from allowing beneficiaries of TUP to work in high 
productivity countries—40 times larger

•Implication: “Simply allowing more labor mobility holds vastly 
more promise for reducing poverty than anything else on the 
development agenda.”

• Pritchett, Lant. 2018. “Alleviating Global Poverty: Labor Mobility, Direct Assistance, and Economic Growth.” Washington, D.C.: Center for 
Global Development.



Effects of migration

Clemens, Michael A. 2011. “Economics and Emigration: Trillion-Dollar Bills on the Sidewalk?” Journal of Economic Perspectives 25 (3): 83–106. 



Effects of migration on migrants

•Higher incomes and economic  
opportunities

•Access to public goods
•Vulnerability to exploitation
•Exposure to expressions of  

xenophobia and xenophobic  
violence

•Distance from support networks



Effects of migration on countries of origin

•Remittances
•Brain drain and gain

Sources: 
Caplan, Bryan Douglas, and Zach Weinersmith. 2019. Open Borders: The Science and Ethics of Immigration. New York: First Second.
Mishra, Prachi. 2007. “Emigration and Wages in Source Countries: Evidence from Mexico.” Journal of Development Economics, 82(1): 180–99.



Effects of migration in destination countries

•Productivity increases
• Glaeser, Edward L., and David C. Maré. 2001. “Cities and Skills.” Journal of Labor Economics, 19(2):  

316–42.

•Syrian refugee investments into 6,033 new  
companies in Turkey worth $334 million

• Building Markets. 2017. “Another Side to the Story: A Market Assessment of Syrian SMEs in  
Turkey.” 

•No documented case of declines in GDP  
or substantial declines in public service  
provision in destination countries caused  
by immigration



Effects of migration on destination countries

Source: Caplan, Bryan Douglas, and Zach Weinersmith. 2019. Open Borders: The Science and Ethics of Immigration. New York: First Second.



Effects of migration in destination countries

Source: Caplan, Bryan Douglas, and Zach Weinersmith. 2019. Open Borders: The Science and Ethics of Immigration. New York: First Second.



Effects of migration in destination countries

•High-skill labor:
•H-1B immigration scheme in the United States —> tech boom in 

both India and the US, inducing substantial gains in firm 
productivity and consumer welfare

• Khanna, Gaurav, and Nicolas Morales. “The IT Boom and Other Unintended Consequences of Chasing the American Dream.” https://www.cgdev.org/
publication/it-boom-and-other-unintended-consequences-chasing-american-dream/

•Low-skill labor:
•Positive effects of low-skill labor availability on the productivity of 

high-skill labor, particularly women’s labor
• Kremer, Michael, and Stanley Watt. 2009. “The Globalization of Household Production.” http://www.cgdev.org/doc/events/Migration 

%20Conference,%205.26.09/Michael_Kremer _Paper.pdf/

•Influx of Cuban refugees to Miami —> lower wages of low-skill 
American workers

• Borjas, George J. 2017. “The Wage Impact of the Marielitos.” ILR Review.
• But: Clemens—finding is spurious

• https://www.cgdev.org/blog/what-mariel-boatlift-cuban-refugees-can-teach-us-about-economics-immigration



Effects of migration



Effects of migration

Source: Caplan, Bryan Douglas, and Zach Weinersmith. 2019. Open Borders: The Science and Ethics of Immigration. New York: First Second.



Effects of migration



Politics of migration

•Anti-immigrant attitudes:
•Canada: 17%
•France: 33%
•Germany: 27%
•Italy: 53%
•The Netherlands: 27%
•United Kingdom: 59%
•United States: 37%

• Clemens, Michael A. 2011. “Economics and Emigration:  
Trillion-Dollar Bills on the Sidewalk?” Journal of  
Economic Perspectives 25 (3): 83–106. 



Politics of migration

Source: https://news.gallup.com/opinion/gallup/245528/revisiting-least-accepting-countries-migrants.aspx



Politics of migration

Source: https://news.gallup.com/opinion/gallup/245528/revisiting-least-accepting-countries-migrants.aspx



Politics of migration
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Politics of migration



Takeaways

•Strong economic—and more broadly developmental—benefits 
of migration

•Constraints on migration reflective of the pitfalls of sociability


