
PLS 341 
Politics of Development

Week 10, Lecture 2: 
Pitfalls of sociability



Recap

•Neopatrimonialism and the developmental importance of  
state-society relations



Plan for today

•Sociability and its pitfalls:
•Collective identities:

•Gender
•Ethnicity

•Conflict



Sociability and its pitfalls 

•Fukuyama:
•Patrimonialism as “the natural human propensity to favor 

family and friends”
•Basic building blocks of human sociability:

•Kin selection
•Reciprocal altruism

• Fukuyama, Francis. 2011. The Origins of Political Order. New York: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux. 



Pitfalls of sociability 

•Habyarimana et al.’s coin game:
•Allocation of money by the player to themselves and 2 partners
•Results:

•Player anonymous: equal allocation
•Player visible: larger allocation to in-group members

•Interpretation:
•In-group enforcement of cooperation-facilitating norms —>
•Sanctioning of failure to contribute to collective endeavors

• Habyarimana, James, Macartan Humphreys, Daniel N. Posner, and Jeremy M. Weinstein. 2007. “Why Does Ethnic Diversity 
Undermine Public Goods Provision?” American Political Science Review 101 (4): 709–25.



Collective identities

•Caste
•Class
•Ethnicity
•Gender
•Language
•Nationality
•Race
•Religion



Pitfalls of collective identities

•Pressure to conform and favor in-group members
•Enforcement of political and socioeconomic hierarchies
•Divide-and-rule:

•Discrimination
•Political mobilization



Gender

•Strength of gender  
norms in human history

•Patriarchy
•Feminist movement —>
•Gender equality as a development issue:

•International Decade for Women, 
1976-1985

•Sustainable Development Goal No. 5



Gender inequality

Sources:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gender_Inequality_Index#/media/File:Gender_Inequality_Index_2019.svg
http://hdr.undp.org/en/content/gender-inequality-index-gii



Gender inequality and education



Gender inequality and health



Gender inequality and health



Gender inequality and prosperity



Gender inequality and prosperity



Gender inequality and political power

Sources: 
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/03/women-in-politics-map-2020
Arriola, Leonardo R., and Martha C. Johnson. 2019. “Executive Cabinets Ethnic Politics and Women’s Empowerment in Africa: Ministerial Appointments  
to Executive Cabinets.” American Journal of Political Science 58(2): 495–510.



Ethnic diversity

•Negative association between ethnic diversity and:
•Economic growth
•Government public goods provision
•Access to patronage and foreign aid
•Societal trust
•Civil peace
•Democratic stability
•Quality of governance



Ethnic diversity and economic growth

•Easterly and Levine:
•Ethnic diversity —> 
•28% of the economic growth  

differential between Africa  
and East Asia

• Easterly, William,  
and Ross Levine.  
1997. "Africa's  
Growth Tragedy:  
Policies and Ethnic  
Divisions."  
Quarterly Journal  
of Economics 112 
(4): 1203-50.



Ethnic diversity and economic development

Sources:
Awaworyi Churchill, Sefa, and Russell Smyth. 2017. “Ethnic Diversity and Poverty.” World Development 95: 285–302.
Alesina, Alberto, Arnaud Devleeschauwer, William Easterly, Sergio Kurlat, and Romain Wacziarg. 2003. “Fractionalization.” Journal of Economic Growth 8: 155–94.



Ethnic diversity and public goods provision

Edward Miguel, “Tribe or Nation?: Nation Building and Public Goods in Kenya versus Tanzania,” World Politics 56, no. 3 (2004): 327–62.



Ethnic diversity and conflict

•Political Instability Task Force: 
•More than half of civil conflicts since World War II classified 

as (inter)ethnic
• Source: Ray, Debraj, and Joan Esteban. 2017. “Conflict and Development.” Annu. Rev. Econ 9 (April): 263–93. 

•Fearon: 
•14% of the 709 categorized ethnic groups involved in 

interethnic conflicts
• Fearon, James D. 2003. “Ethnic and cultural diversity by country.” J. Econ. Growth 8: 195–222.



Determinants of public goods provision

•Political salience of ethnicity:
•High in Kenya
•Low in Tanzania

• Edward Miguel, “Tribe or Nation?: Nation Building and Public Goods  
in Kenya versus Tanzania,” World Politics 56, no. 3 (2004): 327–62. 



Determinants of public goods provision

•Kenya:
•Jomo Kenyatta, Kikuyu
•Political mobilization of coethnic ties
•Ethnic favoritism

•Tanzania:
•Julius Nyerere, Zanaki
•Nation-building
•Equitable distribution of government  

resources



Determinants of conflict

•Strong associations between:
•Conflict
•Ethnic diversity
•Limited economic development
•Experience of colonialism
•Low state capacity
•Neopatrimonialism
•Authoritarianism



Greed

•Rebellion as an industry that generates  
profits from looting

•“Insurgents are indistinguishable  
from bandits or pirates.”

• Grossman, H.I. 1999. “Kleptocracy and revolutions.” Oxford Economic Papers 51: 267–83.



Grievance

•Relative deprivation: 
•Entitlement vs. circumstances

•Relative deprivation —>  
frustration —> 
anger —>  
violence

• Gurr, Ted. 1968. “Psychological Factors in Civil Violence.” World Politics 20 (2):  
245–78. 



Beyond greed and grievance

•Feasibility hypothesis: 
•“Rebels will conduct  

a civil war if the perceived  
benefits outweigh the  
costs of rebellion”

•Key variables:
•Availability of finance
•Cost of rebellion
•Military advantage

Collier Paul, and Anke Hoeffler. 1998. “On economic causes of civil war.”  
Oxford Economic Papers  50:563–73.
Collier, Paul and Anke Hoeffler. 2004. "Greed and Grievance in Civil War."  
Oxford Economic Papers 56 (4): 563-595.
Collier, Paul, Anke Hoeffler, and Dominic Rohner. 2009. “Beyond Greed  
and Grievance: Feasibility and Civil War.” Oxford Economic Papers 61 (1): 1–27. 



Importance of mechanisms

•Grossman: greed
•Gurr: relative deprivation
•Collier & Hoeffler: incentives to rebel
•Habyarimana et al.: enforcement of cooperation-facilitating 

norms by ethnic groups
•Miguel: political mobilization and salience of ethnicity
•Implications: no direct, deterministic relationship between 

ethnicity, conflict, public goods provision, etc.



Conflict and economic development

Source: Institute for Economics and Peace. 2021. “Economic Value of Peace 2021: Measuring the Global Economic Impact of Violence and Conflict.”



Conflict and economic development

Source for Fig. 2.4: Institute for Economics and Peace. 2018. “The Economic Value of Peace 2018: Measuring the Global Economic Impact of Violence and Conflict.”



Conflict and economic development

Source: https://www.theigc.org/reader/the-cost-of-violence-estimating-the-economic- 
impact-of-conflict/preventing-violent-conflict-should-be-a-key-priority-for-development 
-and-growth-policy/19166-2/#figure-1-impact-of-civil-war-on-gdp-over-time



Conflict and economic development

Source: Institute for Economics and Peace. 2018. “The Economic Value of Peace 2018: Measuring the Global Economic Impact of Violence and Conflict.”



Conflict and economic development

Source: Institute for Economics and Peace. 2021. “Economic Value of Peace 2021: Measuring the Global Economic Impact of Violence and Conflict.”



Conflict and human rights



Takeaways

•Detrimental developmental effects of some aspects of sociability
•Key role of causal mechanisms


