
PLS 341 
Politics of Development

Week 1, Lecture 2: 
Development



Recap

•Deprivation and plenty:
•Geographic concentration
•Uneven change



Plan for today

•The concept of development
•Dimensions of development —> political development
•Development industry
•Development typologies



The development of development

•Harry S. Truman’s Four Point speech, 1949:
•“We must embark on a bold new program  

for making the benefits of our scientific  
advances and industrial progress  
available for the improvement and growth  
of underdeveloped areas.”



The concept of development

•Multiple meanings
•Contested
•Ambiguous
•Elusive
•Complex



The concept of development  
according to Myrdal
•"By development I mean the movement upward of the entire 

social system, and I believe this is the only logically tenable 
definition. This social system encloses, besides the so-called 
economic factors, all noneconomic factors, including all sorts of 
consumption by various groups of people; consumption provided 
collectively; educational and health facilities and levels; the 
distribution of power in society; and more generally economic, 
social, and political stratification; broadly speaking, institutions 
and attitudes. […] 
This social system may stay stagnant, or it may move upward or 
downward.”

• From Myrdal, Gunnar. 1974. "What Is Development?." Journal Of Economic Issues 8 (4): 729-730.



The concept of development  
according to Myrdal
•Economic factors
•Noneconomic factors:

•Consumption
•Education
•Health
•Distribution of power
•Economic, social, and political  

stratification
•Institutions



The concept of development 
according to Chambers
•“If development means good change,  

questions arise about what is good,  
and what sorts of change matter.”

• Chambers, Robert. 1997. "Editorial: Responsible Well-being—A Personal Agenda  
for Development." World Development 25 (11): 1743-1754.



Capabilities approach

•Expansion of freedoms as both  
the primary goal and the means  
of development

•Centrality of freedoms in  
development:

•Evaluative reason
•Effectiveness reason



Capabilities approach

•Substantive freedoms:
•Economic opportunities
•Political freedoms
•Social facilities
•Transparency guarantees
•Security



Capabilities approach

•Sources of unfreedom:
•Poverty
•Lack of economic  

opportunities
•Social deprivation
•Intolerance
•Tyranny



Human development
•The process of widening people’s choices  

and the level of wellbeing they achieve
•Three essential choices: 

• To lead a long and healthy life 
• To acquire knowledge 
• To have access to the resources needed for  

a decent standard of living
•Other choices:

• Political, economic, and social freedom 
• Opportunities for being creative and  

productive 
• Self-respect 
• Guaranteed human rights
• Income

Mahbub ul Haq



Human Development Index

•Life expectancy
•Educational attainment  

(adult literacy and combined  
primary, secondary,  
and tertiary enrolment) 

•Real GDP per capita  
(in Int.-$)



Human Development Index



Multidimensional Poverty Index



Agency and structure in development

•Amartya Sen:
•“[I]ndividual agency is, ultimately, central to addressing 

these deprivations. 
•On the other hand, the freedom of agency that we 

individually have is inescapably qualified and constrained by 
the social, political, and economic opportunities that are 
available to us.”



Institutions

•“Stable, valued, recurring patterns of behavior”
• Huntington, Samuel. 1968. Political Order in Changing Societies. New Haven, Connecticut, United States: Yale University Press. 

• “Humanly devised constraints that structure political, economic, and 
social interaction”

• North, Douglass. 1990. Institutions, Institutional Change and Economic Performance. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

• “First, an institution is a set of rules that structure social interactions 
in particular ways. Second, for a set of rules to be an institution, 
knowledge of these rules must be shared by the members of the 
relevant community or society.” 

• Knight, Jack. 1992. Institutions and Social Conflict. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

•“Rules of the game”
• North, Douglass. “Institutions and Credible Commitment.” Zeitschrift Für Die Gesamte Staatswissenschaft 149, no. 1 (1993): 11-23. 



Political development according to Fukuyama

•“Change over time in political  
institutions”

• Fukuyama, Francis. 2014. Political Order and Political Decay. New York: Farrar,  
Straus, and Giroux.

•The institutions of political development:
•The state
•Rule of law
•Mechanisms of accountability



Getting to Denmark

•Strong rule of law
•Competent state
•Democratic accountability



Should other countries be Denmark?

https://time.com/5504331/denmark-migrants-lindholm-island/ https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2019/ 
12/6/the-dark-side-of-the-nordic-model/



Why aren’t other countries 
Denmark?



Two dimensions of development

•Immanent process
•Intentional practice



Development industry
•Governments and specialized government  

bodies:
• E.g. UK Department for International  

Development (DFID), United States Agency  
for International Development (USAID)

•International organizations:
• United Nations and its specialized agencies
• International Organization for Migration  

(IOM)
•Nongovernmental organizations  

(NGOs)
•Research institutes / think tanks:

• E.g. Center for Global Development  
(CGDev), Institute of Development Studies  
(IDS) at the University of Sussex, Overseas  
Development Institute (ODI) 



Development typologies

•Developed vs. undeveloped / underdeveloped / developing / less (and 
least) developed / newly industrializing (NICs) countries

•Global North vs. South
•First/Second vs. Third World
•Core vs. periphery
•World Bank: Low, Lower-Middle, Upper-Middle, and High Income 

countries
•UNDP: High, Medium, and Low Human Development levels



Takeaways

•Development as a multifaceted phenomenon
•Capabilities approach, HDI, etc. as efforts to capture 

development’s many facets
•The importance of institutions in development and political 

development


