
PLS 341 
Politics of Development

Week 1, Lecture 1: 
Introduction

Deprivation and plenty in the contemporary world



Welcome to PLS 341!



Plan for today

• Introduction to the course topic
• Course organization and assessment



Deprivation: poverty
• Global poverty rates in 2015:
• 0.73 billion people, or 9.94% of  

world population, under Int.-$  
(‘international dollars’) 1.9  
per day, i.e. in ‘extreme poverty’
• 4.77 billion, or 64.74%, under  

Int.-$ 10 per day
• Child poverty in 2013:
• 328 of 654 million, or 50% of,  

people in extreme poverty under 18
• Data (here and on most other slides) from Our World in Data, https://ourworldindata.org/.



Deprivation: hunger

• Undernourishment:
• 821 million people, or 10.8% of world population (2017/2018)

• Child stunting: 22% (2016)
• Food insecurity:
• 697 million people, or 9.2% of world population, severely 

food insecure
• 1.2 billion, or 16.2%, moderately food insecure



Deprivation: ill health

• Disease burden (2017):
• 1.65 billion years of  

potential life lost due  
to premature death  
caused primarily by  
disease or disability

• Child mortality (2015):
• 5.4 million children,  

or 3.9%



Deprivation: displacement and violence
• Forced migration:

• 80 million refugees, asylum seekers, and internally displaced persons 
(2019)

• Ongoing civil and interstate wars:
• 76,480 direct, violent deaths (2019)
• 2 major wars (Afghanistan and Yemen): 38,500 fatalities (2020)
• 14 conflicts with 1,000-10,000 fatalities, 22 with 100-1,000, and 17 with 

fewer than 100 (2000)
• Homicide:

• 405,000 deaths (2017)



Deprivation: pollution and climate change

• Air pollution:
• 5 million, or 9%, of all deaths per year

• Heat and other extreme weather events



Deprivation: exclusion and unfreedom

• Access to public goods:
• Education:
• 14% of global population illiterate (2016)
• 263 million children out of school (2014)

• Discrimination based on gender, ethnicity, race, religion
• Other human rights abuses



Plenty

• Wealth:
• 46.8 million USD millionaires (2019)
• 1.7 billion people in the global middle class (USD 10,000-

USD 100,000 in assets)
• Safety
• Access to education, healthcare, and other public (club?) goods
• Freedoms and representation, including of women  

and minorities



A world of deprivation and plenty



A world of deprivation and plenty

Source: https://www.gapminder.org/



What explains the coexistence 
of deprivation and plenty in 
the contemporary world?



Geographic distribution: poverty



Geographic distribution: poverty



Geographic distribution: wealth



Geographic distribution: malnutrition



Geographic distribution: child stunting



Geographic distribution: child mortality



Geographic distribution: life expectancy



Geographic distribution: disease burden



Geographic distribution: forced migration



Geographic distribution: homicides



Geographic distribution: air pollution



Geographic distribution: literacy



Geographic distribution: education



Geographic distribution: human rights



Geographic distribution: political freedom

Source: https://freedomhouse.org/report-types/freedom-world



Geographic distribution: gender equality



Geographic distribution: economic inequality

•



Why are some parts of the world  
so poor, repressive, and violent,  
while others are rich, free, and peaceful? 



Correlates: poverty and wealth



Correlates: poverty and life expectancy



Correlates: wealth and disease burden



Correlates: wealth and conflict



Correlates: poverty and education



Correlates: wealth and education



Correlates: child mortality and education



What explains the strong 
connections between these 
phenomena?



Trends: poverty



Trends: economic growth



Trends: life expectancy



Trends: child mortality



Trends: malnutrition



Trends: air pollution



Trends: literacy



Trends: education



Trends: economic inequality



Trends: conflict



Trends: homicides



Trends: climate change



What explains these dramatic 
(if uneven) changes?



Course overview

• Part I: Introduction
• Deprivation and plenty in the contemporary world —>
• Development

• Part II: Explaining development
• Modernization and neoliberalism
• Geography
• Historical legacies:

• Colonialism
• Dependency/underdevelopment
• Institutions and institutionalism



Course overview

• Part III: Political development
• States, state capacity, and its developmental importance
• Construction of state capacity
• The developmental pitfalls of capable states
• Political regimes and their developmental performance 
• Distribution of political power and state-society relations:

• Neopatrimonialism
• The politics of collective identities and its developmental effects
• Political violence, conflict, and development



Course overview

• Part IV: What is to be done?
• Foreign aid, development interventions, and their efficacy 
• Trade and migration



Course organization 

• Readings:
• Book chapters and journal articles + some non-academic sources
• Some of the most important contributions to development 

scholarship
• Lectures and seminars
• Contact:
• Office hours
• Moodle forum and messages



Assessment

• Research proposal 5%
• Research essay:
• Initial draft 20%
• Final draft 20%

• Term test 15%
• Final exam 25%
• Class involvement 15%



Course policies and requirements

http://phdcomics.com/comics.php?f=1583



Commitments


