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Week 7: 
Explanation and causation



Recap

•Description —>
•Descriptive inference —>
•Explanation



Plan for this week

•Explanation and types of explanation
•Causation, causal explanation, and causal inference



Types of explanation

•Nomological:
•Deterministic (= deductive-nomological; covering laws)
•Probabilistic

•Tautological:
•Functional
•Intentional

•Mechanistic



Mechanistic explanation and mechanisms

•Tilly:
•“Mechanisms form a delimited class of events that change 

relations among specified sets of elements in identical or 
closely similar ways over a variety of situations.”

•“Processes are frequently occurring combinations or 
sequences of mechanisms.”



Causation and causal inference

•Causal inference and its challenges:
•Existence of causal relationships
•Mechanisms

•Causation vs. association



Causes of democratization and causal 
mechanisms according to Tilly
•Three categories of causal  

mechanisms:
•Inequality
•Public politics
•Networks of trust



Next steps

•Within-case inference
•Cross-case inference


