
PLS 210 
Political Science  

Research Methods

Week 3: 
Interlude I—Searching, reading, and writing



Recap

•Research questions
•Literature and literature reviews



Plan for today

•Searching, reading, and writing in Political Science, or 
conducting literature reviews:

•Problem formulation
•Data collection
•Data evaluation
•Analysis and interpretation
•Presentation



Problem formulation

•Case study:
•Mobilization of hierarchically layered  

ethnic identities in Northern Kenya:
•Mohammed Ali, Karrayu Borana  

vs. Ukur Yatani, Gar Gabbra



Searching, or data collection



Reading, or data evaluation

•Johnson et al.:
•“To read an entire literature  

would take far too much time,  
so it is wise to rely on shortcuts  
whenever available.”

•Shortcuts:
•Take care in selecting references
•Be smart about reading sources:

•Skim
•Read strategically Koter, Dominika. 2013. “King Makers: Local Leaders and Ethnic 

Politics in Africa.” World Politics 65(2): 187–232.



Analysis and interpretation

•Research topic and its importance
•Most important scholarly sources and contributions
•Current scholarly consensus and the main strands  

of the literature
•Key themes and methods of inference and data  

collection
•Limitations of and gaps in the literature



Writing, or presentation

•Purpose of writing:
•Focus: 

•Research findings
•Methods
•Theories
•Practices/applications

•Specific goals
•Perspective
•Coverage
•Audience



Writing, or presentation

•Clarity, in writing and purpose
•Signposting
•Common mistakes:

•Vagueness
•Passive voice
•Run-on or overly long sentences
•Rhetorical questions
•Grammatical and spelling mistakes

•Rewriting!



Takeaways: doing literature reviews

•Problem formulation
•Searching, or data collection
•Reading, or data evaluation
•Analysis and interpretation
•Writing, or presentation


