
POLS 280: 
Politics of Development 

and Foreign Aid
Class 1:

Introduction
The great divide—poverty, illbeing, inequality, exclusion, and conflict
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Welcome to POLS 280!
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Plan for today

• Introductions
• Course overview
• Poverty, illbeing, inequality, exclusion, and conflict
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Development in political peripheries
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Development in political peripheries

• Early 2010s:

Marsabit, Northern Kenya Matany, Karamoja, Uganda
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Development in political peripheries

• 2019:

Marsabit, Northern Kenya Yabelo, Borena, Ethiopia
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Redistribution of political power
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Developing / less developed countries / 
Global South

Source: h^p://www.prb.org/Publications/Datasheets/2013/2013-world-population-
data-sheet/infographic.aspx PollEv.com/karolczuba247



Poverty

PollEv.com/karolczuba247



Conflict
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Political freedom

Source: https://freedomhouse.org/report-types/freedom-worldPollEv.com/karolczuba247



Development
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Why?

• Why are some parts of the world so poor, repressive, and 
violent, while others are rich, democratic, and peaceful? 
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Course overview

• Part I: Introduction and key concepts
• Poverty, illbeing, inequality, exclusion, and conflict
• Development

• Part II: Explaining development
• Modernization and neoliberalism
• Geography
• Historical legacies:

• Colonialism
• Dependency/underdevelopment
• Institutions and institutionalism
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Course overview

• Part III: Political development
• States, state capacity, and its developmental importance
• Construction of state capacity
• The developmental pitfalls of capable states
• Political regimes and their developmental performance 
• Distribution of political power and state-society relations:

• Neopatrimonialism
• The politics of collective identities and its developmental effects
• Political violence, conflict, and development
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Course overview

• Part IV: What is to be done?
• Foreign aid and the development and humanitarian relief industry 
• Development interventions and their efficacy 
• Trade and migration

PollEv.com/karolczuba247



Assignments

• Two country expert presentations 5%*2
• Country expert paper 10%
• Research proposal 5%
• Research essay:
• Initial draft 10%
• Final draft 15%

PollEv.com/karolczuba247



Other assessment

• Class involvement 15%
• Quizzes (à Kahoot!) 5%
• Final exam:
• In-class component 15%
• Out-of-class component 15%

• Extra credit Up to 5%
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Policies and organizational ma^ers

• Late submission and other penalties
• A^endance
• Electronics
• Accommodations
• Class organization
• Slides
• Contact
• Schedule changes:
• No class on January 21
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Prevalence of poverty

• Prevalence of extreme poverty: 
• Below the International Poverty Line: Int.-$ 1.90 per day (as of 2015) 
• Int.-$ (Geary-Khamis dollar): hypothetical unit of currency that has the 

same purchasing power parity that the USD had in the United States at 
a given point in time
• In 2013: 10.7% or the world population, or 766 million people 

(excluding MENA)
• Prevalence of poverty at Int.-$ 3.10:
• In 2013: 31.66%  of the world population, or 1.9 billion people 

(excluding MENA)

PollEv.com/karolczuba247



Child poverty

• 385 million children were 
living in extremely poor 
households in 2013 
• 19.5% of children 

in developing countries 
live on less than Int.-$ 1.90 
per day, compared to 
9.2% of adults 
• Source: UNICEF, and The World Bank. 

2016. “Ending Extreme Poverty: 
A Focus on Children.” Geneva: UNICEF.
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What is poverty?
• Poverty: general scarcity or the state of one who lacks a 

certain amount of material possessions or money
• Types of poverty:

• Income or consumption 
poverty

• Material lack or want
• Capability deprivation
• Minimum rights
• Multidimensional deprivation, e.g. 

Multidimensional Poverty Index
• Based on Chambers, Robert. 2006. 

“What is poverty? Who asks? Who answers?" 
In Poverty in focus: What is poverty? 
Concepts and Measures. Geneva: 
United Nations Development Programme.

• Table from Atkinson, Anthony. 2016. 
“Monitoring Global Poverty. Report of the 
Commission on Global Poverty.” 
Washington, D.C: The World Bank.
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Wellbeing and illbeing

• Wellbeing: 
• Material wellbeing
• Bodily wellbeing 
• Social wellbeing 
• Self-respect 
• Peace and good social 

relations 
• Security 
• Freedom of choice and 

action
• Wellbeing != wealth

• Illbeing:
• Material lack and want 
• Hunger, pain, and discomfort 
• Exhaustion and poverty of 

time 
• Exclusion, rejection, isolation, 

and loneliness 
• Bad social relations 
• Insecurity, vulnerability, 

worry, fear, and low self-
confidence 

• Powerlessness, helplessness, 
frustration, and anger
• Source: Narayan, Deepa. 2000. Crying Out for Change: Voices 

of the Poor. Washington, D.C.: The World Bank.



Geographic distribution of poverty
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Geographic distribution of poverty
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Geographic distribution of poverty
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Geographic distribution of poverty:
intensity of poverty (poverty gap index)
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Correlates of poverty: income
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Correlates of poverty: health

Source: https://www.gapminder.org/
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Correlates of poverty: conflict
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Why?

• Why is poverty concentrated in particular parts of the world?
• What explains the strong associations between poverty 

and other phenomena?
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Poverty trends
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Poverty trends
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Poverty trends
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Poverty trends
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Poverty trends: regional variation
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Poverty trends: regional variation
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Poverty trends: country-level variation
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What are the problems 
with poverty data 
according to Hickel?
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Problems with poverty data 
according to Hickel
• Lack of historical data
• Transition to cash-based economy
• Artificially low poverty line
• Poverty reduction driven by China
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Why?

• What explains the poverty trends?
• Why is there so much variation across regions and countries?
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Global economic growth
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Global economic 
inequality
• Kuznets hypothesis: as 

countries industrialize 
and average incomes 
grow, inequality will at 
first increase and then 
decrease
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Global economic 
inequality
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Global economic inequality 
according to Milanović
• Making sense of the recent 

inequality trends: 
• Rise of the global middle class
• Stagnation of middle- or lower-

middleclass groups in the rich world
• Emergence of a global plutocracy 

• Source: Milanović, Branko. 2016. Global Inequality: A New Approach 
for the Age of Globalization. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University 
Press.
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Global economic inequality 
according to Milanović
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Global economic inequality 
according to Sandefur
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Global economic inequality 
according to Darvas
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Source: Darvas, Zsolt. 2019. “Global Interpersonal Income Inequality Decline: The Role of China and India.” World Development 121: 16–32. 



Global economic inequality
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Geographic distribution of 
global economic inequality
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Why?

• What explains the inequality trends?
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Political freedom

Source: https://freedomhouse.org/report-types/freedom-world
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Political exclusion
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Why?

• How do we make sense of all of this?
• Divergent trends
• Geographic concentration
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