
POLS 227
Africa in World Politics

Class 9: 
Authoritarianism and the authoritarian resurgence



Kahoot!
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https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/politics/india-is-becoming-illiberal-democracy-under-modi-rule-says-chidambaram



What is democracy?
What is liberal democracy?



What is democracy?

• δηµοκρατία (dēmokratía) –‘rule by people’



What is democracy?
• Electoral vs. substantive democracy
• Larry Diamond:
• A political system for choosing and replacing the 

government through free and fair elections
• The active participation of the people, as citizens, 

in politics and civic life
• Protection of the human rights of all citizens
• A rule of law, in which the laws and procedures 

apply equally to all citizens
• http://web.stanford.edu/~ldiamond/iraq/WhaIsDemocracy012004.htm



What is illiberal democracy?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RiviibIc6JU



Is ‘illiberal democracy’ 
democracy?



Democratic backsliding



Democratic backsliding



Democratic backsliding 

https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2018/01/31/democracy-continues-its-disturbing-retreat
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/america-democracy-rated-donald-trump-not-fully-democratic-us-president-report-the-economist-a8195121.html



What are the alternatives to 
democracy?



Geographic distribution of regime types

Polity IV scores, 2017



What are autocracies and 
anocracies?



What is the condition of 
Africa’s democracies 
according to Gyimah-Boadi?



Democratic backsliding 
and authoritarian resurgence in Africa



Geographic distribution of democratic 
backsliding in Africa



Geographic distribution of democratic 
backsliding in Africa



What are the advantages of 
studying democratic backsliding 
and authoritarian resurgence 
through an African lens?



Advantage of the focus on Africa

• Variation in trends across otherwise relatively similar countries
• African rulers’ expertise in authoritarian tactics



What is the relationship between 
democratic backsliding, the rise 
of inequality, and recent 
developmental trends?



Democratic backsliding and development

Acemoglu, Daron, Simon Johnson, James A Robinson, and Pierre Yared. 2008. “Income and Democracy.” The American Economic Review 98 (3): 808–42.



Democratic backsliding and development

Acemoglu, Daron, Suresh Naidu, Pascual Restrepo, and James A. Robinson. 2019. “Democracy Does Cause Growth.” Journal of Political Economy 127 (1): 47–100. 



What mechanisms mediate the 
relationship between democratic 
backsliding and development



Democratic backsliding and inequality



Democratic backsliding and inequality

https://www.salon.com/2016/02/12/unequal_oligarchic_madness_searching_for_donald_trumps_appeal_amidst_rust_belt_reagan_democrats/



How do governments get 
away with it?



Divide and rule



How do autocrats divide and 
rule according to 
Kendall-Taylor and Frantz?



Divide and rule according 
to Kendall-Taylor and Frantz
• Autocrats’ playbook:
• Harnessing popular discontent to:

• Undermine institutional constraints on 
authoritarian rule

• Marginalize the opposition
• Erode civil society

• Installing loyalists in positions of 
power 
• Neutralizing media



Divide and rule: alternative tactics

• Extraversion
• Patronage
• Identity mobilization
• Xenophobia
• Politics of sex
• State coercion


