
POLS 227
Africa in World Politics

Classes 7 & 8: 
Inequality and exclusion



Kahoot!



Economic inequality

• Income inequality
• Wealth inequality



Global income inequality trends
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Global income inequality trends: 
the impact of China and India

Darvas, Zsolt. 2019. “Global Interpersonal Income Inequality Decline: The Role of China and India.” World Development 121: 16–32.



Within-country income inequality trends



Within-country income inequality trends: 
the United States



Regional income inequality trends



Regional income inequality trends



What explains the income 
inequality trends?



Globalization

David, H., Dorn, D., & Hanson, G. H. 2013. “The China syndrome: Local labor market effects of import competition in the United States.” The American Economic Review, 103(6), 2121-2168.



Technological change

Acemoglu, D. (2002). Technical change, inequality, and the labor market. Journal of economic literature, 40(1), 7-72.



Bargaining power

Card, D., Lemieux, T., & Riddell, W. C. (2004). Unions and wage inequality. Journal of Labor Research, 25(4), 519-559.



Redistribution



Political exclusion



What are the consequences of 
inequality?



Political exclusion

• Drutman:
• 2010 election cycle in the US:

• The richest 0.01% of Americans = 24.3% of individual donations to election 
campaigns
• Drutman, Lee. 2011. "The political one percent of the one percent." Sunlight Foundation.



Political exclusion

• Page et al.:
• The richest 1% of Americans much more conservative than the 

American public w.r.t.:
• Taxation
• Economic regulation
• Social welfare programs

• Page, Benjamin I., Larry M. Bartels, and Jason Seawright. 2013. “Democracy and the Policy Preferences of Wealthy Americans.” 
Perspectives on Politics 11 (1): 51–73. 



Political exclusion



How can inequality be 
reduced?



Social unrest

• Acemoglu and Robinson:
• Introduction of redistributive programs in 19th c. Europe as a strategic 

elite effort to prevent widespread social unrest and revolution
• Acemoglu, Daron, and James A. Robinson. 2000. “Why Did the West Extend the Franchise?” The Quarterly Journal of Economics, no. 

November: 1167–99.



The great leveler

• Scheidel:
• Substantial inequality reduction only made 

possible by the ‘four horsemen’ of leveling:
• Mass mobilization warfare
• Transformative revolutions 
• State collapse
• Plague

• Scheidel, Walter. The Great 
Leveler: Violence and the 
History of Inequality from 
the Stone Age to the 
Twenty-first Century. 
Princeton, Princeton 
University Press, 2017.



What can Africa’s experience 
of inequality tell us about the 
phenomenon?



Case study: South Africa

• Dutch settler colonialism from the 
17th c.
• British colonization, Great Trek, 

and Boer Republics
• Boer War (1899-1902) and the Union 

of South Africa
• 1948 election and the National Party
• Apartheid
• Homelands / Bantustans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Bantustans_in_South_Africa.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boer_Republics#/media/File:BoerGriquaRepublics.svg



Case study: South Africa

• Political tensions and majority mobilization
• Pressure on the National Party
• 1994 elections and the end of apartheid



Case study: South Africa

https://www.cnn.com/2019/05/07/africa/south-africa-elections-inequality-intl/index.html



Case study: South Africa



Case study: South Africa



Case study: South Africa



What can the world’s most 
unequal country tell us about 
inequality, its causes and 
consequences, and efforts to 
reduce it?


