
POLS 227
Africa in World Politics

Class 10: 
Extraversion



Decolonization

http://biofocuscommunicatie.nl/decolonization-africa-map/



Decolonization

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decolonisation_of_Africa#/media/File:African_nations_order_of_independence_1950-1993.gif



Françafrique

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QBds1wZxf0o



Françafrique



What benefits did (does?) 
Françafrique offer French and 
African politicians?



What is extraversion?



Extraversion

• “[T]he creation and the capture of 
a rent generated by dependency 
and which functions as a historical 
matrix of inequality, political 
centralization and social struggle”



How do African rulers 
pursue their interests through 
extraversion?



Types of extraversion

• Rhetorical posturing: democracy, communism, imperialism
• War
• Aid



Strategies of extraversion

• Privatization
• Bifurcation of the state: pays légal and pays réel
• Personalism
• Reliance on intermediaries
• Coercion



Is extraversion a uniquely 
African phenomenon?



Foreign aid as extraversion?



US foreign aid as extraversion?



US military aid as extraversion?



Chinese foreign aid as extraversion?



War as extraversion?



Rhetorical posturing as extraversion?


