
POLS 227
Africa in World Politics

Class 1: 
Introduction to the course 

Populism, inequality, and the value of comparative analysis



Welcome to POLS 227!



Political peripheries: 
the drylands of East Africa and the Horn



Redistribution of political power



Rationale for the course



Course outline

• Introduction: connections
• Recent trends
• Divide and rule
• Weapons of the weak



The danger of single stories

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9Ihs241zeg



Assignments

• Case study presentation 5%
• Case study paper 10%
• Research proposal 5%
• Research essay:
• Initial draft 10%
• Final draft 10%



Other assessment

• Class involvement 10%
• Quizzes 5%
• Peer review 10%
• Final exam:
• In-class component 15%
• Out-of-class component 15%




