
POLS 103 A
Comparative Politics

Class 12: 
Democracy and democratic backsliding

The United States in a comparative perspective



Insights from MSGA

• More quizzes
• Slides
• Questions
• Office hours
• Learning styles
• Material recaps



India

https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/politics/india-is-becoming-illiberal-democracy-under-modi-rule-says-chidambaram
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Philippines
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United States



Democratic backsliding



Democratic backsliding



Democratic backsliding 

https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2018/01/31/democracy-continues-its-disturbing-retreat
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/america-democracy-rated-donald-trump-not-fully-democratic-us-president-report-the-economist-a8195121.html



Democratic backsliding and populism



What is populism?



Populism

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=loISHWFhfug



Populism

• Populist rhetoric:
• Criticism of elites
• Antipluralism
• Identitarianism

• Populist governance:
• State capture
• Corruption
• ‘Mass clientelism’



Populist governance in practice

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RiviibIc6JU



What is the relationship 
between populism and 
democratic backsliding?



Populism and democratic backsliding

• Populism à democratic backsliding
• Democratic backsliding à populism
• ? à populism + democratic backsliding
• Populism à ? ß democratic backsliding



Is populism in the US different 
from its other variants?


