
POLS 103 B
Comparative Politics

Class 11: 
Democracy and democratization
India in comparative perspective



Part III of the course

• Political regimes:
• Democracy (and democratization and democratic backsliding)
• Authoritarianism (and authoritarian resurgence)

• Country cases:
• China
• India
• Russia
• United States



Plan for today

• Democracy and democratization
• India and its democracy
• Mid-semester Group Analysis



What is a political regime?



What types of regimes are 
there?



What is democracy?



Democracy

• δηµοκρατία (dēmokratía) –‘rule by people’



What is the difference between 
procedural and substantive 
definitions of democracy?



What kinds of democracy are 
there?



Types of democracy

• Representative
• Direct



What are the components of 
a democratization process?



Democratization

• Transition
• Consolidation



What causes democratization?



Causes of democratization

• Modernization
• Culture
• International system
• Domestic institutions
• Agency



Modernization



Culture

Lee Kuan Yew



International system



Domestic institutions



Agency



Why is the world’s largest 
democracy a democracy?



Democracy in India



But is India still 
a democracy?



Article 370

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qxsJ3A5U1pI



Narendra Modi

https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/politics/india-is-becoming-illiberal-democracy-under-modi-rule-says-chidambaram


